The Downfall of Oates
the place where Jeffreys took to the broad road of Court
favour and prosperity, and where Oates began to slip from the
heights to which his vanity and fanaticism had carried him.
The trial continued for nine hours. Scroggs in his
summing-up plainly intimated his opinion that Lloyd's
evidence was worthy of careful consideration. The faithful
mob listened in dismay. Bedloe interrupted him, "My
Lord, my evidence is not right summed up."
" I know not by what authority this man speaks,5'
retorted Scroggs, and he continues to impress upon the
jury that if they are not satisfied that the Crown witnesses
have spoken truly they will do well to acquit the prisoners.
The jury retired. The judges went off to supper,
leaving l;he Recorder to take the verdict. In an hour the
jury returned and asked if they might bring in a verdict of
misprision of treason. Their idea may have been that the
prisoners had heard of, and concealed the plot against the
King.
" No,'5 said Jeffreys, " you must either convict them of
high treason or acquit them."
" Then take a, verdict," said the foreman, and after the
usual formalities they declared the prisoners " Not Guilty.5*
Wakeman sank on his knees crying out: " God bless
the king and the honourable bench! "
The mob were infuriated. Pamphlets poured forth on
both sides of the controversy as to the justice of the verdict.
Wakeman fled abroad. The Whigs openly charged Scroggs
with paving been bribed. Scroggs was pelted with slander,
much of which had some foundation. Oates told the Lords
of the Council" that he would not positively say it, but he
believed he should be able to prove that my Lord Chief
Justice danced naked," a pastime that Jeffreys also took to
in his cups. Scroggs published an eloquent and witty
defence. The Wakeman controversy is full of good read-
ing for the student of scurrility.
The prosecutions for the Popish Plot continued, but
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